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&l 2 ABRFTHISEL PR R R
Figure 2 Products of limestone cobble reduction experiment
1. manuport; 2. spherical stone; 3-4. subspheroid
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Figure 3 Spheroids unearthed from archaeological sites
1. IEf ER: TRkttt £ (spheroid, unearthed from Dingcun Site) ; 2. iFEf1Ek: Bl & K4 (spheroid, collected from
Shaanxi Province) ; 3. 1EATER: Pt & R4E (spheroid, collected from Shaanxi Province) ; 4. 1EATER: iRl JHT 2
[X i K 4E (spheroid, collected from Xichuan, Henan Province) ; 5. #Ef1ER: T A 97 Misiti 4 (subspheroid, unearthed
from Dingeun 97 Site) ; 6 {#fifBk: [EifiEtht il - (subspheroid, unearthed from Kehe Site)
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A Preliminary Analysis on the Terminology, Classification,
and Function Speculation of Spheroids

YI Ming-jie" >, GAO Xing', PEI Shu-wen'
(1. Laboratory of Human Evolution, Institute of Vertebrate Paleontology and Paleoanthroplogy, Chinese Academy of
Sciences, Beijing 100044; 2. University of Chinese Academy of Sciences, Beijing 100049)
Abstract: As one of the interesting and enigmatic artifact forms at some Paleolithic sites and
localities, Spheroid have received special attention on its classification, manufacture procedure,
and function among the archaeologists in the world. The author presents here a general review
of the terminology, archaeological discoveries, and experimental investigation of the Spheroid.
To start with the dynamic typology and the roughly exterior shape, the manufacture procedure of
spheroid can be classified in to four different stages of manuports, spherical stones, subspheroids,
and spheroids. Furthermore, after given a brief consideration of the possible function of the
spheroids which proposed by the archaeologists in the past, an approach on the using patterns as

the hunting tools of the spheroids is also proposed by the author in the current paper.

Key words: Spheroids; Paleolithic; Stone hammer; Hunting tools



