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Table 1 Observation and statistical analysis on handaxes from Yunxian and Bose
2. ‘l"’(ﬁ g £} E . /I\fﬁ: T I 1 1T I:
Bl ELEP334 (5F) 133 74 29 241 HEy A THR - 1/7 — A i H
B ELEP313 () 200 126 44 1287 K A FRIK  4/6 —i AR i H
Bl ELEP343 (5R) 222 105 68 1396 R A THk 2/6 — A [ el
B ELEP342 () 214 104 62 1099  fif% A FAOR 11/16 0 PR w w Eel
58 ELEP500 R 153 99 44 697 MK B THRIR - 8/5 ST 7 5
BEELEP304 (CR) 201 110 57 1088  HRAT AT FIAR  4/8 i 2 o H
B ELEP303 (5F) 194 120 49 1074 A A GEIN 5/4 — A & H
BE-ELEP9502 () 183 107 62 1396 ;A LRI 4/6 — A w H"
B ELEP9050 CR) 149 96 46 515 R A TR 3/7 bR = i el
36100880 (K 158 150 77 1276 R AsE IR /7 Wi A P el
A 45100868 () 200 145 84 2086 fikfn Wb TR 8/7 —i w H
TBAH00871 G 190 145 59 1452 BRA dibE R 7/8 [T 2 il
00872 %) 179 110 84 1665  fif A IR 5/3 Wi 1w 7 H
00875 () 183 130 170 1625  BRfA A GEIN 9/4 Wi 2 H
35100870 (K) 156 143 86 1569 Witk kibs IR 10/6  —m i H
AR 400867 ) 225 158 90 2189 Wrdk Ay IR 5/8 Wi i H
TBH00874 () 153 133 66 1009 Wige  kbs IR 7/8 TR % H
A 4100873 CK) 131 121 86 1067 Witk kb WK 9/6 bR i w H
HBHE: 10 (R 224 135 179 2314 A% WH RN 4/13 Pl A& [ P
TBHEA: 1 CR) 137 18 79 934 A% AimbE IR 9/8 Wi 2 Z H
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Characteristics and Significance of Paleolithic Handaxes from China

GAO Xing

(Laboratory of Human Evolution, Institute of Vertebrate Paleontology and Paleoanthropology, Chinese Academy of Sciences)

Abstracts: The “handaxe issue” has been discussed and debated for a long time in Paleolithic
research in China. As claimed by some researchers, handaxes have been discovered at some Middle
Pleistocene localities in southern and central China and regarded as evidence to invalidate the
hypothesis of the so-called “Movius Line” and to suggest that there is no obvious technological
and typological difference between the East and the West in the remote past. However, most of the
Chinese handaxes have been collected only from some isolated sites as surface finds, mainly in
the Bose Basin in the Guangxi Autonomous Region and the Han-Luo-Dan Region in southeastern
Shaanxi Province and northwestern Hubei Province. Stratigraphic information and chronometric
results are known for exceptional cases. The number of handaxes is also limited for any given site,
and most of them are products of casual and simple retouch with hardly standardized size and overall
shape. Therefore, they are different from Acheulian handaxes present in Africa and the western
Eurasia in the Lower Paleolithic.

This paper reviews the history of research on the handaxe issue in China, presents different
ideas and propositions, and analyzes the nature of the arguments and the weakness of data sets. It
points out that most of the Chinese handaxes should be functionally the same with another type
of heavy duty tool, pick, and they are large digging tools (LDT) of Pleistocene human groups
living in tropical and subtropical environments exploiting plant food resources, and they are part
of the toot-kit of pebble tool tradition in central and southern China; They might have their local
origins with possible western influence. The significance of this kind of stone tool in Pleistocene
China and East Asia and future research directions are also discussed and suggested.

Key words: Handaxe; Typological criteria; Pebble-tool tradition; Acheulian technology; Eastern
origin with western influence



